
 We are staffing the church for limited hours  

during the re-opening phase of the Stateõs plan. If 

you need to stop by, please call first. Please be  

advised that any visitors will be required to wear 

a face covering and observe social distancing  

protocols.  

 

Our staff members can be reached  

individually by phone or email  

between 8:00am and 5:00pm,  

Monday through Friday: 
 

Matthew Millerééééé...(505)764-2902 

Stephanie Urbanééééé(505) 764-2903 

Frank Yatesééé..éééé(505)681-0625 

Carolyn Rhodeséé................(505)764-2900  

or (505) 764-2906 

Libby Whiteleyééééé...(505) 764-2924 

Niccole Pierre-Williamséé.(505)764-2911 

If you have an after-hours emergency, you can 

reach Matthew through our Helpline at  

(505) 764-2910 

 

DOES THE CHURCH KNOW HOW TO GET IN 
TOUCH WITH YOU? 

¶ Please check in with the church office if 
you have not received phone calls OR 
emails from us OR if your contact         
information has changed. 

¶ And please REMEMBER to check your 
emails. 

 

First Presbyterian Church (USA) 
215 Locust Street, NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 764-2900 

www.firstpresabq.org 

Calendar for the Week 

¶ Daily Lectionary Readings ~ 8:00am 

¶ Daily Prayer Hour ~ 9:00am  

*** This yearõs Advent Devotionals will be 

emailed to the congregation each week. If 

you would like printed versions of the    

devotionals, contact the church office.  

¶ Sunday Virtual Worship Service streamed 

from our FPC sanctuary ~ 9:00am          

(view on our YouTube and Facebook pages) 

¶ Sunday School Classes, December 20th ~ 

Godly Play and Adult Sunday School meet at 

10:30am and Through the Bible meets 

12:30pm after the 3rd Sunday Luncheon 

¶ Third Sunday Virtual Luncheon ~ Sunday, 

December 20th at 11:30am via Zoom  

meeting (see backside for details) 

¶ Tuesday Advent Book Study ~ 12:00pm via 

Zoom meeting with Marjorie Buck  

¶ Wednesday Advent Book Study ~ 5:30pm 

via Zoom meeting with Stephanie and Libby  

¶ Wednesday Support Groups (12-Step will 

meet via teleconference) and AA will meet 

outside the church in the garden  

¶ Christmas Eve Virtual Service ~ Thursday, 

December 24th at 8:00pm (via Facebook 

and YouTube). Join us at 7:40pm for a vir-

tual organ and choir concert.  

¶ December 25th - January 1st ~ The 

Church Office will be closed. 

Reminder to ACG families:  
Registration for the 2021-2022 
school year begins January 12th.  
Visit the ACG website for details. 

Messenger Lite 
First Presbyterian Church 

December 16, 2020 

Christmas Joy 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas  
season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and    
celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. God has blessed the Church with       
incredible leadership in every time and place, 
but those leaders often need to be supported by 
their communities as well. Perhaps you can   
donate this year to the Christmas Joy Offering, 
that addresses the need by some of our leaders, 
including supporting leadership development for 
communities of color, and providing support for 
Presbyterian church workers in their times of 
struggle. The Christmas Joy Offering has been a        
cherished Presbyterian tradition and commit-
ment since the 1930s. The Offering distributes 
gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions, which provides financial 
support to church workers and families; and to 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges  
equipping communities of color, which provide 
education and leadership development while 
nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This fund 
also supports our own Menaul School          
community. 

Donations can be made through FPC via check 
or cash. If mailing in your funds, please note 
that they are for ñChristmas Joy Offering.ò    
Offerings can also be made online at https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-
joy/. 

We will be collecting offerings through    
Christmas Eve during our worship service. We 
hope you can join us in welcoming the birth  of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. We will be conducting 
a virtual worship service on Christmas Eve at 
8:00pm. This service will be accessible through 
our Facebook and YouTube pages. Join us 
online early, at 7:40pm, for a  virtual organ and 
choir concert. 

http://www.firstpresabq.org


First Presbyterian Church of ABQ 
Virtual Worship Services 

The Pastoral Staff of FPC will continue Live-
streaming our worship services each Sunday and 
post them to Facebook, YouTube, and the church 
website at 9:00am. You can view these virtual     
services by visiting First Presbyterian Church of 
Albuquerqueôs Facebook and YouTube pages. We 
hope that you will share in this online worship with 
us and the Albuquerque community. If you need 
assistance viewing our virtual worship service, 
please contact the Church Office and we will be 
gladly help you navigate our platforms. 

 

Sunday School Options with FPC 

Sunday School Classes conclude this weekend, Dec. 
20th ~ Godly Play and Adult Sunday School meet at 
10:30am and Through the Bible meets 12:30pm  
after the 3rd Sunday Luncheon. 
 

Christmas Eve Music at FPC 

How can we celebrate Christmas and socially  
distance to be safe? This is the huge challenge of 
2020! Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service most 
assuredly will have our favorite carols. As usual, 
there will be a Christmas Eve Organ Recital starting 
at 7:40pm on YouTube, including music of this   
joyous season. Our Christmas Eve Service will    
follow at 8:00pm. Our choir is preparing a Virtual 
Choir so you may see some familiar faces singing 
lovely  choral music. Even though we canôt be    
together to enjoy our congregational carols, you will 
be able to sing along, if not fully in voice then fully 
in heart. One grace that has come with this virtual 
choir  idea has been the participation of dear friends 
from far and wideðlike Thien Pham who lives in 
Germany! Tune in for this special virtual experi-
ence.  

Otherwise, I plan to include some wonderful pieces 
from the Chancel Choir CD with our dear friend and 
Music Director who lives in memory, Sheldon    
Kalberg. O Come All Ye Faithful!   

~ J.A.Y. 

Presbytery Youth Virtual Trivia Night 
December 20th from 4:00ñ5:30pm 

Presbytery youth in middle and high school are  
invited to a Christmas-themed trivia night via Zoom 
on December 20, 2020 from 4:00pm - 5:30pm. 
Youth can sign up either as a team (specifying their 
team members, max of 5 per team) or alone (we'll 
assign them to a team). We're excited for this      
opportunity to gather our youth, provide small 
groups time to spend with one another, and do it all 
for a good cause: the winning team will earn the 
right to pick a local nonprofit where we will donate 
$100! Contact Stephanie to register. And remember, 
extra points go to the team dressed most festively! 

 

January Adult Sunday School  

During this difficult year, organizations around the 
city have done an incredible job at stepping up to 
help those in need. This January, we will hear from 
four different organizations that have done          
important and challenging work during the pandem-
ic. We will hear how Covid has changed what they 
do and how they do it - and what they hope to see in 
the future. Please join us on Zoom on Sundays in 
January starting on the 10th to learn and support 
some great work happening in our community. 

 

Death Notices 

Sandy Duran passed to Life Eternal on November 
28th. Services are pending for the spring or summer 
of 2021, due to COVID restrictions.  
 

Request for Photos and/or Videos!!! 

The staff at FPC would love for families to share 
photos or videos of how you do worship together at 
home. These photos will be added to our Christmas 
Eve virtual worship service so we can create a more 
communal space of worship as we welcome in the 
birth of Christ. 
 

Third Sunday Virtual Luncheon 

Join your brothers and sisters in Christ this Sunday, 
December 20th, for our Virtual Luncheon at 
11:30am via Zoom. Visit www.firstpresabq.org/
church-life/fellowship for more details.  

ONLINE GIVING WITH FPC 

We are continuing to work in our ministries to reach 
out to members of the church and our greater     
community. You can send contributions by mailing 
checks to the church at:   

First Presbyterian Church  
215 Locust Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102 

You can also give online from our website, 
(www.firstpresabq.org). Click on the yellow ñGive 
Onlineò button in the menu bar. Follow the  
instructions in the new window that opens to make 
your donations. 

MinistryOne App: a new way to connect! Visit 
the App Store on your phone to find ñChurch by 
Ministry One.ò Download the app; open; type in 
ñFirst Presbyterian Albuquerqueò; click on Find My 
Church and select. The app button appears as a   
purple square with a white cross entitled, ñChurch.ò 
You can use this app to make donations quickly and 
securely. Itôs also a great resource to access our 
YouTube channel for videos and sermons.  
 

 Daily Prayer Options 
 

We invite you to our daily prayer practice at 9am as 
a way for us to connect while we are apart. We post 
on our website, Facebook page, and send emails 
with daily prayer prompts and devotionals to collec-
tively meditate at 9am. Please let the church office 
know if you would like to be part of this prayer 
chain. 
 

Oasis Class with Rev. Frank Yates 
Monday, January 25, 2021 at 10am 

Rev. Frank Yates will be offering a lecture on ñThe 
Utopian Impulseò on Monday, January 25th at 
10am. This lecture will focus on the three island 
Utopias dreamed up by Plato, Thomas More, and 
Frances Bacon. We will ask why writers imagine 
such Utopian societies and what they have to say 
about our society. You can register at https://
albuquerque.oasisnet.org/  
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