
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 
8:00am to 2:00pm 

 

Our staff members can 
be reached individually 
by phone or email be-
tween 8am and 2pm, 

Monday through Friday:  
 

Matthew Miller  
505-764-2902  

Leon Lake 
505-764-2914 

Carolyn Rhodes  
505-764-2906  

Alona Watchman 
505-764-2911  

Sharon Baca 
505-764-2900  

 

If you have an after-hours  
emergency, you can reach  
pastoral staff through our 
helpline at 505-764-2910  

 

First Presbyterian 
Church (USA)  

215 Locust Street, NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87102  

505-764-2900  
www.firstpresabq.org 

First Presbyterian Church of Albuquerque’s  

Messenger Light December 21, 2022  

Christmas At First 

Advent’s season of expected longing gives way to 

the twelve days for Christmas joy in celebration of 

Christ’s birth to us, and within us. Our days of 

waiting have come to an end. This year our 

celebration in worship extends from Christmas Eve 

into Christmas Day as the 25th falls again on a 

Sunday this year. This means that over this coming 

weekend, you’ll have three opportunities to gather 

with our church community to hear once more the 

good news of great joy for all the people, that the 

light of life that comes into the world shines in the 

darkness and the darkness does not overcome it.  

On Saturday, December 24 at 4:30 PM we will hold our early Christmas Eve family 

service in the sanctuary. This is a service that is deliberately geared towards children 

and their families as we hear the story of Jesus’ birth using the Godly Play Sunday 

School resource. As the story is told we will sing shortened carols and create our own 

interactive music to accompany the story as old and young alike are invited to find 

themselves in the Nativity of our Lord. 

Alternately, on Saturday, December 24 at 8 PM we will gather in the sanctuary for a 

more traditional Christmas Eve service featuring lessons, carols, music from our 

Chancel Choir, a brief message on the gift of God’s incarnation in Jesus, and of course, 

a candlelit version of Silent Night to close the service. The tone of the service will be far 

less performative than in years past with an invitation rather to worship together in the 

hope of our faith, that to us is born a savior who is Christ the Lord.  

Then, on Sunday, December 25 at 11 AM, we will gather as we do every Lord’s Day for 

just a single service. It’s understood that this is Christmas morning, so feel free to come 

dressed as casually as you are comfortable to give thanks, sing some carols and enjoy 

the company of the faithful as gather in the joy of the Spirit to worship the One from 

whom all blessings flow. 

Finally, on Sunday, January 1 at 11 AM, we will have just the single service for the 

Lord’s Day on the First Sunday of Christmas, or the eighth day of Christmas (no maids 

a milking will be present at the service). Our guest preacher for the day will be the Rev. 

Dr. Paul Hopkins who many of you know through his work establishing and directing 

the Samaritan Counseling Center and working as a mental health advocate in our 

community.  

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas wherever the season takes you, and a happy New 

Year! 

 



 Calendar for the Week  
Saturday, December 24th 
- Children and Family Christmas Eve Service at 4:30pm in 

Sanctuary 
- Candlelit Christmas Eve Service at 8:00pm in Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 25th 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 
****There will be no early service or Sunday School  
Classes this Sunday 
Monday, December 26th  
- Church Office is Closed 
Tuesday, December 27th  
- Church Office is Closed 
Wednesday, December 28th  
- Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm in Choir Loft 
Sunday, January 1st 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 
****There will be no early service or Sunday School  
Classes this Sunday 

Adult Sunday School for January 

The apostle Paul writes in his letter to the church in 
Rome that we do not know how to pray as we ought. 
Jesus’ own disciples ask him how to pray. Prayer is one of 
those things that we say we’ll do for others, one of those 
things that as Christians we know we’re supposed to do. 
But often we are prevented from praying by our own 
uncertainty that feels like we do not know how to do it. 
Maybe we are stopped by the fear that we don’t have the 
right words, or that we won’t do it right. It helps to have 
some guidance. With the New Year comes the invitation 
to make resolutions. Some resolutions revolve around 
healthier habits, whether that’s eating better, or trying to 
exercise more. In addition to our physical well-being, we 
may want to make a resolution for our spiritual health, as 
a way of strengthening our relationship to God, and 
consequently our faith. To that end, starting Sunday 
January 8 at 9:45 AM  in the Kerygma Classroom on 
the 3rd floor, we will be offering a four Sunday, Adult 
Sunday school series of classes on cultivating a personal 
prayer practice. Our own Marjorie Buck will kick things 
off on the 8th and will then hand things over to Ms. 
Allyson Platt and ecumenical teacher with a background 
in spiritual formation. We’ll have more details in the 
January 4 Messenger. But for now, mark your calendars 
to come and strengthen your prayer life. 

Tuesday Study & Prayer Group 

The Tuesday Study and Prayer Group will begin a study 
of The Book of Forgiving by Desmond and Mpho Tutu on 
January 10.  The group meets on zoom on Tuesdays from 
12:00-1:30 each week.  Contact Marjorie Buck for 
more information (marhbuck23@gmail.com) 

Giving Options 

FPC works in our ministries to reach out to members 
of the church and our greater community. You can 
send contributions by mailing checks to the church:  

First Presbyterian Church  
215 Locust Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102  

You can give online at www.firstpresabq.org, click 
on the yellow “Give Online” button in the menu bar. 
Follow the instructions in the new window that 
opens to make your donations.  

* Remember to pay your Per Capita! The 2022 
amount is $35.00. You can pay in person or 
online. 

ACG 2023-24 School Year Registration 

Welcome to 2023, which means that annual 
registration is here. A Child’s Garden Preschool will 
begin registration for the 2023-24 school year on 
January 17th. This registration time is for existing 
families. For new families, please visit our website to 
get on our waitlist for the upcoming school year. You 
can visit our website for tuition rates and all other 
registration information at 
www.achildsgardenabq.org.  Thank you for your 
interest in “the Garden”. 

Holiday Office Hours 
The Church Office will be open December 28th-30th 
from 8:00am-12:00pm and closed on December 26th, 
27th and January 2nd.  

Advent Tree donations 
Any Advent Tree donations can be brought to the 
church office Monday through Friday from 8:00am 
to 2:30pm. The donations must be turned in no later 
than December 31st.  

Reminder: We are always accepting donations to 

our Rio Grande Food bin (canned/dry food) and to 
our HopeFound box (household supplies). These 
ongoing ministry partners are always in need of extra 
supplies! 



FPC Fiction Book Discussion Group 

Our next book to discuss will be Mrs. Lincoln’s 
Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini. We will be meeting 
on January 26th, 2023 at 10am in the conference room, 
facilitated by Barbara Seaton. 
 
About the book, In a life that spanned nearly a century 
and witnessed some of the most momentous events in 
American history, Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley was born a 
slave. A gifted seamstress, she earned her freedom by 
the skill of her needle, and won the friendship of First 
Lady Mary Todd Lincoln by her devotion. 
 
A sweeping historical novel, Mrs. Lincoln’s 
Dressmaker illuminates the extraordinary relationship 
the two women shared, beginning in the hallowed halls 
of the White House during the trials of the Civil War 
and enduring almost, but not quite, to the end of Mrs. 
Lincoln’s days.  

Christmas Blessings to you 

and yours from the Staff of 

First Presbyterian Church! 


