
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 
8:00am to 2:00pm 

 

Our staff members can 
be reached individually 
by phone or email be-
tween 8am and 2pm, 

Monday through Friday:  
 

Matthew Miller  
505-764-2902  

Leon Lake 
505-764-2914 

Carolyn Rhodes  
505-764-2906  

Alona Watchman 
505-764-2911  

Sharon Baca 
505-764-2900  

 

If you have an after-hours  
emergency, you can reach  
pastoral staff through our 
helpline at 505-764-2910  

 

First Presbyterian 
Church (USA)  

215 Locust Street, NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87102  

505-764-2900  
www.firstpresabq.org 

First Presbyterian Church of Albuquerque’s  

Messenger Light December 7, 2022  

The Swirl of Advent 
The season of Advent in church is a swirl of competing emotions and claims on our time 

and energy. While the commercially driven holiday season abounds in lights and music, 

festivity and cheer, the church attempts to hold back a bit to make room for expectation 

and the anticipation of something more. In the language of theology, we find ourselves in 

the liminal space between what’s already come to us in the birth of Christ and what has not 

yet been brought to completeness with his return. To live between already, and not yet, is 

to live in the hope of what is still to come.  

In the life of our congregation, we hold space in worship to experience the hope of what we 

have not yet seen (Romans 8:25). But we also take opportunities in other ways to honor and 

enter the spirit of friendship. Our Christmas Cantata at the 11 AM worship service on 

December 18 will feature our Chancel Choir along with student singers from Menaul 

School, and featured narration by the youth Sunday school class. Afterward, we’ll have a 

lunch to celebrate the season and hope that you might bring some Christmas cookies to 

share. Later in the afternoon, you’re invited to join us at Manzano Del Sol (5201 Roma Ave. 

NE) at 5 PM to sing Christmas carols for the residents there. 

In the spirit of celebration, after two years 

of pandemic precaution, we’re excited to 

be back at the La Cumbre taproom at 3313 

Girard Blvd. NE on Monday, December 12 

from 7-9 PM for the Return of 

Wass’ale’ing. As in years past, we’ll 

gather with Presbyterian friends from 

across Albuquerque to lift a pint (or the 

non-alcoholic beverage of your choice) 

and sing some of our favorite Christmas 

tunes together, both sacred and secular 

alike. 

Finally, we know that this season is neither joyous nor expectant for those who have 

experienced a loss. In fact, all the extra celebration only makes the pain of who, or what, 

will be missing this year that much more pronounced. So, the Deacons will be assisting in 

our Longest Night service on Wednesday, December 21 at 6 PM. This is a service intended 

to honor the darkness we may endure due to grief and loss; be it the loss of a loved one, a 

job, a marriage or relationship. We’ll be making space for each other where it’s okay to be 

not okay and to pray for the comfort and solace of the Spirit who is with us. 

Next Messenger, we’ll give you all the details for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. 

Until then, 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 



Calendar for the Week  

Thursday, December 8th  
- Albuquerque Girl Choir Rehearsal, 4:30pm in F.H. 
- ABQ Pipes and Drums Rehearsal, 6:00pm in F.H. 
- UNM Orchestra and Choral Concert from 7:30pm-

8:30pm in Sanctuary 
Friday, December 9th 
- Advent Fellowship Event at 5:30pm in F.H. 
Saturday, December 10th 
- Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 10:00am in choir room 
- ABQ Civic Chorus Concert, 3:00pm in Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 11th 
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am  
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 217 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 
- PW Sarah’s Circle Meeting, 12:30pm-1:30pm 
Monday, December 12th  
- Enchanters at 5:45pm in Choir Room 
- Women’s Chorus rehearsal in F.H. at 6:00pm 
Tuesday, December 13th  
- Prayer / Book Study Group at 12:00pm via Zoom  
Wednesday, December 14th  
- Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm in Choir Loft 
Thursday, December 15th  
- Albuquerque Girl Choir Rehearsal, 4:30pm in F.H. 
- ABQ Pipes and Drums Rehearsal, 6:00pm in F.H. 
Saturday, December 17th  
- Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 10:00am in choir room 
Sunday, December 18th  
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am  
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 217 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 

Adult Sunday School Update 

Our Adult CE class this fall in the Kerygma Room is a 
hybrid class. This fall, our study will cover the Wisdom 
Literature of the Hebrew Scriptures and the Apocrypha, 
especially focusing on the issue of Theodicy, which 
concerns the problem of human suffering and presents a 
particular challenge to the faithful then and now. We 
look forward to our guest speaker John Sitler who will 
teach classes Oct 23-Dec 18! Here is the schedule: 

Dec 11-18 Ecclesiasticus/Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach 
(Apocrypha) 

 

Giving Options 

FPC works in our ministries to reach out to members 
of the church and our greater community. You can 
send contributions by mailing checks to the church:  

First Presbyterian Church  
215 Locust Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102  

You can give online at www.firstpresabq.org, click 
on the yellow “Give Online” button in the menu bar. 
Follow the instructions in the new window that 
opens to make your donations.  

* Remember to pay your Per Capita! The 2022 
amount is $35.00. You can pay in person or 
online. 

Upcoming Oasis Class 

Here is another opportunity to attend a class given 
by Frank Yates. 
The Spiritual Journey of G.K. Chesterton, Part 2 
December 12, 2022 
10:00am-11:30am at Oasis Albuquerque 
G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936) was a devout British 
Roman Catholic who sought to present the Christian 
faith in a winsome way to his readers. This lecture 
focuses on two of his writings: What’s Wrong with 
the World and The Everlasting Man (his major work 
on Christology). You do not need to take Part 1 to 
enroll in Part 2. 
Here is the link below for more information and to 
register 
https://albuquerque.oasiseverywhere.org/product/
the-spiritual-journey-of-g-k-chesterton-part-2/  

Tuesday Study & Prayer Group 
Advent Study 

The Tuesday Study and Prayer Group will be reading 
A Surprising God: Advent Devotions For an Uncertain 
Time by Thomas G. Long and Donyelle C. McCray 
during the advent season. Discussion of the book will 
take place on 4 Tuesdays beginning November 29. 
The group meets on zoom from noon until 1:30. If 
you are interested in joining this study, contact 
Marjorie Buck at (505) 238-8075. 

Reminder: We are always accepting donations to 

our Rio Grande Food bin (canned/dry food) and to 
our HopeFound box (household supplies). These 
ongoing ministry partners are always in need of extra 
supplies! 

https://shepherdofthevalleychurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66104d12ce7249b034501a90d&id=223e802d4c&e=8867d3746f
https://shepherdofthevalleychurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66104d12ce7249b034501a90d&id=223e802d4c&e=8867d3746f


One Incredible Moment 

Please join us in worship December 18th for: 

In One Incredible Moment, a choral cantata that tells the 
emotion-filled events of the night Christ was born. The 
story is presented through a narrator, Mary, Joseph, and 
Simeon, and the music provides a wonderful blend of 
celebrative songs with selections that are tender and 
heartwarming. New songs, familiar selections, praise and 
worship pieces, and carols are beautifully combined for a 
wonderful worship experience. 

 

 

Christmas Memorial Donations 

Every December, First Presbyterian Church collects donations for 
Christmas Memorials or honorariums. These donations in honor or 
memory of a loved one will be used for the “IN AS MUCH” Fund. 
Thank you for generously giving!  
Donations made by December 19th will be included in the 
bulletins on Christmas Eve. Envelopes are available to be 
picked up in the church office.  

 

Advent Fellowship Event 

We want to invite all Families to an Advent Gathering on December 9th at 5:30 in Fellowship 
Hall. We will meet to decorate ornaments and share some fellowship for the advent season. 
Dinner will be provided. Please feel free to contact Micaela Briggs if you have any questions. 
977-8907. 
 

Caroling at Manzano del Sol 

This year we will be celebrating the season with one of our favorite holiday traditions, 
Christmas caroling at Manzano del Sol (5201 Rom a Ave. NE). We will be meeting up at 
Manzano, 5pm on Sunday, December 18th. Come fellowship with all your church family and 
friends! 

New Items for Sale in the Sunbonnet Shop 

The Sunbonnet Shop has a new selection of holiday and household items from Ten Thousand 
Villages. Visit the shop for the exciting additions received last week.  All proceeds from the sale 
of items in the shop go to local missions. 

 


