
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 
8:00am to 2:00pm 

Friday 
8:00am to 12:00pm 

 

Our staff members can 
be reached individually 
by phone or email be-
tween 8am and 2pm, 

Monday through Friday:  
 

Matthew Miller  
505-764-2902  

Essie Koenig-Reinke 
505-764-2903  

Carolyn Rhodes 
505-764-2906 

Alona Watchman 
505-764-2911  

Sharon Baca 
505-764-2900 

Leon Lake 
505-764-2914 

 

If you have an after-hours  
emergency, you can reach  
pastoral staff through our 
helpline at 505-764-2910  

 

First Presbyterian 
Church (USA)  

215 Locust Street, NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87102  

505-764-2900  
www.firstpresabq.org 
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Resolve, or Reliance 

The last few days and the first few days of each calendar year are filled with 

any number of opportunities to look back on the past year and to look 

ahead to the year to come. An email from the local library offers resources 

for making resolutions for the New Year. The news aggregator has stories 

with tips on how to keep those New Year’s resolutions, and analysis of why 

those resolutions so often fail. Every year it’s pretty much the same thing. 

This past week I was scrolling through my social media history for the past 

fourteen years' worth of New Year’s Day.  I was struck by the similarity of 

sentiment from year to year. Eagerness to cast off the difficulties of the year 

behind me, hopeful for the year ahead. As those years recede in the 

rearview, I forget some of what must have made them difficult. I also have 

very little recall of what my hopes have been from year to year. Those too 

feel insubstantial. In our Sunday school class on the doctrine of Christian 

Hope this past November and December, we concluded by talking about the 

difference between the places we often locate our hope and the hope that 

comes to us from God in Jesus Christ . What we find time and again is that 

our hope fails. The social or political change we advocate for rarely brings 

our hoped for result.  The hope we have for this or that outcome is either 

disappointed outright, or fails to live up to its billing. We’re left with only 

despair that things rarely turn out the way we hope. Eventually, the things 

we resolve to do, or not to do, fall away and are forgotten. 

Perhaps that’s why, on the first or second Sunday of the New Year, we 

reaffirm the covenant made in the waters of our baptism. Because in the 

waters of baptism, we have been claimed entirely as God’s own beloved. As 

John Calvin put it, “We are not our own... we are God’s.” The change we 

desire comes not from the turning of a calendar page- a new year, a new 

you. The change we desire is ours through the promises sealed in the waters 

of baptism. The new you is the one whom God has seen all along, the one 

we were made to be in the first place. In the waters of baptism, we cast off 

all that causes our own resolve to fail and are met by the embrace of the one 

in whom newness of life is available to us each and every day. What we 

discover in those waters is that our hope lies not so much in our resolve as 

in our repentance. It isn’t we who turn our lives around. God does that 

entirely through the grace, mercy and peace of 

Christ. On that, we can rely. Our hope is built on 

nothing less. 

 



Calendar for the Week  
Thursday, January 4th 
- ABQ Girl’s Chorus, 4:30pm in Choir Room 
- High Desert Pipes and Drums rehearsal, 6:30pm in 

Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, January 6th 
- American Guild of Organist, Music sale—SEE 

ANNOUNCEMENT BELOW 
Sunday, January 7th 
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am 
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 210 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 
Monday, January 8th  
- Enchanters, 5:45pm in Choir room 
- Women’s Chorus rehearsal in F.H. at 6:00pm 
Tuesday, January 9th 
- Sandia Pipes and Drums, 6:00pm-8:30pm in Fellowship 

Hall 
Wednesday, January 10th 
- Social Services Network meeting, 11:30am in Fellowship 

Hall 
- Chancel Choir rehearsal, 6:30pm in Choir Loft 
Thursday, January 11th 
- ABQ Girl’s Chorus, 4:30pm in Choir Room 
- High Desert Pipes and Drums rehearsal, 6:30pm in 

Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, January 14th 
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am 
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 210 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 
- Installation Service for The Rev. Essie Koenig-Reinke; 

3:00 pm in the Sanctuary, a reception will follow in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

American Guild of Organist 

This Saturday, January 6, at 3pm, the local Organists’ 
Guild will host a music sale at First 
Presbyterian, 215 Locust Street in Albuquerque.  All 
titles will go for $1 apiece, more if you are able to 
donate more.  Proceeds will benefit the Guild’s 
Scholarship Fund.  The music offered will be mostly 
organ scores, but there may be other treasures as 
well!   Come and see!!  Light refreshments will be 
served.  All are welcome! 

Giving Options 

FPC works in our ministries to reach out to members 
of the church and our greater community. You can 
send contributions by mailing checks to the church:  

First Presbyterian Church  
215 Locust Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102  

You can give online at www.firstpresabq.org, click 
on the yellow “Give Online” button in the menu bar. 
Follow the instructions in the new window that 
opens to make your donations.  

* Remember to pay your Per Capita! The 2023 
amount is $37.00. You can pay in person or 
online. 

Tuesday Study & Prayer Group 
Updates 

The Study Group will resume meeting on January 
9th to continue our study of “Call it Grace” by Serene 
Jones. Contact Marjorie Buck for information: 
marhbuck23@gmail.com  

Reminder: We are always accepting donations to 

our Rio Grande Food bin (canned/dry food) and to 
our HopeFound box (household supplies). These 
ongoing ministry partners are always in need of extra 
supplies! 

mailto:marhbuck23@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Child’s Garden Spring Soiree 2024 

 
 

Support ACG at our first major fundraiser 
since the pandemic on May 18, 2024. A  

joyful evening at our Spring Soiree from  
4-7pm at Public House located at  

201 Hermosa Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108 
Early bird tickets are available for $75 until 

March 17 or until they sell out. Reserve yours 
today by visiting our Square site. 

https://a-childs-garden.square.site/spring-
soiree 


