
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 
8:00am to 2:00pm 

 

Our staff members can 
be reached individually 
by phone or email be-
tween 8am and 2pm, 

Monday through Friday:  
 

Matthew Miller  
505-764-2902  

Leon Lake 
505-764-2914 

Carolyn Rhodes  
505-764-2906  

Alona Watchman 
505-764-2911  

Sharon Baca 
505-764-2900  

 

If you have an after-hours  
emergency, you can reach  
pastoral staff through our 
helpline at 505-764-2910  

 

First Presbyterian 
Church (USA)  

215 Locust Street, NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87102  

505-764-2900  
www.firstpresabq.org 

First Presbyterian Church of Albuquerque’s  

Messenger Light January 25, 2023  

From the Mission Committee 
Thank you, thank you, thank you – to all of you who contributed to 
the Advent Giving Tree.  Your response was amazing!  From the 1200 
books delivered to students at Longfellow Elementary School before 
Christmas to all the detergent and shampoo and white socks, etc.  At 
CrossRoads we heard and were shown that their ‘cupboard was bare’.  
HopeFound said they were placing several individuals in housing this 
month and they also had great need.  Barrett House and Rio Grande Food 
Project expressed gratitude for very needed supplies. 

Please check out the bulletin board down the hall from the office for the 
many thanks expressed by the kids from Longfellow. 

Looking forward, please mark your calendar for adult Sunday School in 
March.  Rev. Dr. John Nelson, from Tres Rios Border Foundation, will talk 
about the ever-changing border situation.  Other Sundays will be 
presentations from mission partners you may not have heard from in recent 
years. 

Lenten Study Group 2023 
Rev. Matthew Miller will be leading  
a Lenten Book Study from  
March 1st—April 5th.  

We will be reading the book,  
Elusive Grace by Scott Black Johnston. 
How can we as people of faith 
reconcile the call to participate in 
God's ongoing struggle for justice 
while not losing our souls to hatred? 
How can we love our enemies in this 
time? Scott Black Johnston believes 
that there is a way to pursue this 
difficult work and that people of faith 
can light the way. He encourages us to 
recommit to our highest principles--
our virtues--and to turn hearts 
poisoned by cynicism into instruments 
of love.  

Participants will have the opportunity 
to join each Wednesday at 12:00pm in 
person, or via Zoom at 5:30pm. Books  
and sign up sheets are available in  
the church office.  
 



Calendar for the Week  
Thursday, January 26th 
- Fiction Book Group, 10:00am in Conference room 
- ABQ Girl’s Chorus, 4:30pm in Choir Room 
- ABQ Pipes and Drums rehearsal, 6:00pm in F.H. 
Sunday, January 29th 
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am  
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 210 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 
- Annual Congregational Meeting, 12:05pm in Santuary 
Monday, January 30th  
- Enchanters, 5:45pm-7:45pm in Choir room 
- Women’s Chorus rehearsal in F.H. at 6:00pm 
Tuesday, January 31st 
- Prayer / Book Study Group at 12:00pm via Zoom 
Wednesday, February 1st 
- Personnel Committee meeting, 6:30pm in Conference 

Room 
- Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm in Choir Loft 
Thursday, February 2nd 
- ABQ Girl’s Chorus, 4:30pm in Choir Room 
- ABQ Pipes and Drums rehearsal, 6:00pm in F.H. 
Sunday, February 5th 
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am  
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 210 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 

ACG 2023-24 School Year Registration 

Welcome to 2023, which means that annual registration 
is here. A Child’s Garden Preschool will begin registration 
for the 2023-24 school year on January 17th. This 
registration time is for existing families. For new families, 
please visit our website to get on our waitlist for the 
upcoming school year. You can visit our website for 
tuition rates and all other registration information at 
www.achildsgardenabq.org.  Thank you for your interest 
in “the Garden”. 

CPR/FIRST AID Training scheduled 

There will be a CPR/First Aid class offered at FPC on 
Sunday, February 19th, from 1-6 p.m. 
For those who have expressed interest or others, please 
renew your interest by letting us know. Please email 
Susan Smith at susankeil1246@gmail.com if you plan to 
participate. Lunch will be provided 

Giving Options 

FPC works in our ministries to reach out to members 
of the church and our greater community. You can 
send contributions by mailing checks to the church:  

First Presbyterian Church  
215 Locust Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102  

You can give online at www.firstpresabq.org, click 
on the yellow “Give Online” button in the menu bar. 
Follow the instructions in the new window that 
opens to make your donations.  

* Remember to pay your Per Capita! The 2022 
amount is $35.00. You can pay in person or 
online. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Our Congregational Meeting will be held January 
29th, 2023 immediately following the 11:00am 
worship service in the FPC sanctuary, for the 
purpose of approving terms of call for Reverend 
Matthew Miller. If you are watching via the 
Livestream on YouTube, please stay tuned in, as we 
will continue broadcasting to our virtual members.  

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group 

Our February meeting for the Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast will be on the 7th at 7:30am in Fellowship 
Hall at FPC. If you plan to attend, please sign up on 
the roster in the church office, so we will have 
enough breakfast for all. 

Books From FPC Library 

The library committee has set out free books from 
the church library that you can have for your 
enjoyment. Come check out these interesting titles 
in Commons 2! 

 

 

 



FPC Fiction Book Discussion Group 
Our next book to discuss will be The Night Watchman by Louise  

Erdrich. We will be meeting on February 23rd, 2023 at 10am in the  

conference room, facilitated by Marjorie Buck. 

 

About the book, Thomas Wazhashk is the night watchman at the 

jewel bearing plant near the Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural 

North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa Council member who is trying to 

understand the consequences of a new “emancipation” bill in the 

United States Congress. It is 1953 and he and the other council  

members know the bill isn’t about freedom - it is a “termination” that 

threatens the rights of Native Americans to their land and their very 

identity.  

Since graduating high school, Pixie Paranteau has insisted that  

everyone call her Patrice. She makes jewel bearings at the plant, a job 

that barely pays her enough to support her mother and brother. But 

Patrice needs every penny to follow her beloved older sister, Vera, who 

moved to the big city of Minneapolis. Determined to find Vera and her 

child, Patrice makes a fateful trip to Minnesota that introduces her to 

unexpected forms of exploitation and violence, and endangers her life. 

Based on events from the life of Erdrich's grandfather, The Night Watchman is about tribal chairman Thomas 

Wazhashk's efforts to fight against the push for Indian termination in 1953, which would have ignored prior 

U.S.-Native American treaties and resulted in the dispossession of Native American lands. 

ACG’S Valentine Basket Silent Auction 

This fundraiser will take place in our atrium from Sunday,  

February 5th, at 10:00 a.m. – Friday, February 10th, at noon. 

 Each classroom is putting together a themed basket that will 

wow your Valentine!  There are baking baskets, family game 

night baskets, a tee/teatime basket, a coffee themed basket, a 

spa lover’s basket, date night basket and more.   

Those who have the winning bids may pick up their baskets just 

in time for Valentine’s Day starting at 1:00 on Friday, February 

10th.  All proceeds benefit our  

Susan K. Smith 

 Tuition Assistance Fund  

 


