
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 
8:00am to 2:00pm 

 

Our staff members can 
be reached individually 
by phone or email be-
tween 8am and 2pm, 

Monday through Friday:  
 

Matthew Miller  
505-764-2902  

Leon Lake 
505-764-2914 

Carolyn Rhodes  
505-764-2906  

Alona Watchman 
505-764-2911  

Sharon Baca 
505-764-2900  

 

If you have an after-hours  
emergency, you can reach  
pastoral staff through our 
helpline at 505-764-2910  

 

First Presbyterian 
Church (USA)  

215 Locust Street, NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87102  

505-764-2900  
www.firstpresabq.org 

First Presbyterian Church of Albuquerque’s  

Messenger Light January 11, 2023  

The Search Begins 

As many of you may be aware, a congregational meeting was held last month for 

the purpose of electing an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee(APNC). The 

people nominated and elected to the task are: Beth Busick, John Emerson, Jennifer 

Rautman, Ben Ahern Wild, and Michaela Briggs. We had our first meeting just last 

week and are beginning the task of creating a Ministry Information Form. Think of 

it like a job resume, in reverse. This form will offer prospective candidates a 

snapshot of our congregation, our sense of mission, and what we are looking for in 

an Associate Pastor. So, we are considering how we want to answer the narrative 

questions that tell our story and thinking about which Leadership Competencies 

will best serve our congregation as we become the church that God is calling us to 

be. 

The entire committee feels the urgency to fill this position. Like any number of 

organizations and businesses we feel the stress of being short-staffed and the extra 

responsibilities each member of our church staff is picking up in the absence of 

additional help. Our goal is to proceed in this process without undue haste or 

unnecessary delay as we discern the right fit for this moment in the life and 

ministry of First Presbyterian Church. 

Those of you who have witnessed a few pastoral searches may remember that the 

work of such a committee is confidential until they are ready to present a final 

candidate for the congregation’s consideration. That is why the member of the 

search committee are elected by the congregation. In doing so, you have signaled 

that you trust them to do the work of sifting through candidates without 

interference from the congregation, Session, or any other committee of the church. 

That said, I will be updating you regularly as I’m able through this newsletter on 

the progress being made.  

To that end, once we have a finished draft of the Ministry Information Form (MIF), 

Session will be asked to approve it before it is sent to the Presbytery’s Commission 

on Ministry (COM) for its approval. The search is cooperative, even if the work of 

selecting a candidate lies primarily with the member of the APNC. When the COM 

signs off on the MIF, that form will go live on the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s 

online opportunity search and potential matches with candidates in the system 

who are seeking a call will be sent to the APNC. We will also make use of our 

existing networks to identify candidates we may want to apply for consideration. 

But we’ll get to that. For now, know that the APNC is on the job and giving careful 

attention to these first steps toward the person whom God may already be calling 

to join our pastoral staff. 



Calendar for the Week  
Thursday, January 12th 
- Women’s Chorus rehearsal, 6:00pm in Sanctuary 
- ABQ Pipes and Drums rehearsal, 6:00pm in F.H. 
- Financial Stewardship Committee meeting at 5:00pm 

via Zoom 
Saturday, January 14th 
- Friendship Force, 11:30am in F.H. 
- Oakes Memorial, 1:00pm in Sanctuary 
Sunday, January 15th 
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am  
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 210 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 
- PW Sarah’s Circle Meeting, 12:30pm-1:30pm 
Monday, January 16th  
- Church Office is Closed 
Tuesday, January 17th  
- Prayer / Book Study Group at 12:00pm via Zoom 
- Grief Support Group meeting, 5:00pm-6:00pm in the 

FPC Library  
- Endowment Foundation meeting, 5:15pm, Kerygma Rm. 
- Worship and Music Committee Meeting at 5:30pm in 

Conference room 
Wednesday, January 18th  
- Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm in Choir Loft 
Thursday, January 19th 
- Women’s Chorus rehearsal, 6:00pm in Sanctuary 
- ABQ Pipes and Drums rehearsal, 6:00pm in F.H. 
Saturday, January 21st 
- Ordered Ministry Retreat from 8:30am-1:00pm in 

Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, January 22nd 
- In-person Fellowship Hall Worship Service at 8:30am  
- Through the Bible Class at 9:45am in CE Room 219 
- Adult Sunday School at 9:45am via Zoom/In-person in 

Kerygma Room 
- Godly Play Sunday School at 9:45am in CE Room 210 
- In-person/Livestream Sanctuary Worship Service, 11am 

ACG 2023-24 School Year Registration 

Welcome to 2023, which means that annual registration 
is here. A Child’s Garden Preschool will begin registration 
for the 2023-24 school year on January 17th. This 
registration time is for existing families. For new families, 
please visit our website to get on our waitlist for the 
upcoming school year. You can visit our website for 
tuition rates and all other registration information at 
www.achildsgardenabq.org.  Thank you for your interest 
in “the Garden”. 

Giving Options 

FPC works in our ministries to reach out to members 
of the church and our greater community. You can 
send contributions by mailing checks to the church:  

First Presbyterian Church  
215 Locust Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102  

You can give online at www.firstpresabq.org, click 
on the yellow “Give Online” button in the menu bar. 
Follow the instructions in the new window that 
opens to make your donations.  

* Remember to pay your Per Capita! The 2022 
amount is $35.00. You can pay in person or 
online. 

Adult Sunday School for January 

The apostle Paul writes in his letter to the church in 
Rome that we do not know how to pray as we ought. 
Jesus’ own disciples ask him how to pray. Prayer is 
one of those things that we say we’ll do for others, 
one of those things that as Christians we know we’re 
supposed to do. But often we are prevented from 
praying by our own uncertainty that feels like we do 
not know how to do it. Maybe we are stopped by the 
fear that we don’t have the right words, or that we 
won’t do it right. It helps to have some guidance. 
With the New Year comes the invitation to make 
resolutions. Some resolutions revolve around 
healthier habits, whether that’s eating better, or 
trying to exercise more. In addition to our physical 
well-being, we may want to make a resolution for our 
spiritual health, as a way of strengthening our 
relationship to God, and consequently our faith. 
Sunday January 15 at 9:45 AM  in the Kerygma 
Classroom on the 3rd floor, we will be offering a 
month long series of classes on cultivating a personal 
prayer practice. Ms. Allyson Platt an ecumenical 
teacher with a background in spiritual formation will 
hold the class. Mark your calendars to come and 
strengthen your prayer life. 

Reminder: We are always accepting donations to 

our Rio Grande Food bin (canned/dry food) and to 
our HopeFound box (household supplies). These 
ongoing ministry partners are always in need of extra 
supplies! 



FPC Fiction Book Discussion Group 

Our next book to discuss will be Mrs. Lincoln’s 
Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini. We will be meeting 
on January 26th, 2023 at 10am in the conference room, 
facilitated by Barbara Seaton. 
 
About the book, In a life that spanned nearly a century 
and witnessed some of the most momentous events in 
American history, Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley was born a 
slave. A gifted seamstress, she earned her freedom by 
the skill of her needle, and won the friendship of First 
Lady Mary Todd Lincoln by her devotion. 
 
A sweeping historical novel, Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker 
illuminates the extraordinary relationship the two 
women shared, beginning in the hallowed halls of the 
White House during the trials of the Civil War and 
enduring almost, but not quite, to the end of Mrs. 
Lincoln’s days.  
 

 

Elder Deacon Retreat 

All active and incoming Elders and Deacons are invited to our annual retreat on Saturday, 
January 21 beginning at 8 AM. This includes Elders and Deacons who will rotate off their 
respective boards when the new class is ordained and/or installed on Sunday, January 22. 
Together, let’s discern, discuss, and imagine the church that God is calling us to be on the other 
side of the pandemic. Like the Israelites in the wilderness, there is no going back to what was. 
Instead, let’s consider what vision the God of promise may be leading us toward as we continue 
to faithfully serve as emissaries of God’s realm of grace, peace and justice in our own backyard. 
 
CPR/FIRST AID Training scheduled 
There will be a CPR/First Aid class offered at FPC on Sunday, February 19th, from 1-6 p.m. 
For those who have expressed interest or others, please renew your interest by letting us know. 
Please email Susan Smith at susankeil1246@gmail.com if you plan to participate. 
Lunch will be provided 
 
Upcoming Funeral Services 
On Saturday, January 14 at 1 PM, there will be a Service in Witness to the Resurrection in the 
sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church for member Marge Oakes. 
 
And on Saturday, January 21 at 2 PM, there will be a Service in Witness to the Resurrection at 
Shepherd of the Valley Presbyterian Church for former member Mary Lou Edward. 


